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The Intelligence Community’s findings did 

not support the link between Iraq and the 9/ 
11 plot [that] administration policy officials 
wanted [in order] to help galvanize support 
for military action in Iraq. As a result, offi-
cials under the direction of Under Secretary 
Feith took upon themselves to push for a 
change in the intelligence analysis so that it 
bolstered administration policy statements 
and goals. 

I asked General Hayden about Doug-
las Feith and the Office of Special 
Plans. To his credit, he was critical of 
that operation. He said it was not le-
gitimate ‘‘alternative analysis,’’ and he 
described the troubling pattern in 
which preconceptions shaped the 
search for intelligence. 

General Hayden reiterated his dis-
comfort with the Feith approach in 
testifying before the Intelligence Com-
mittee. I hope that when he is con-
firmed, as I am certain he will be, that 
General Hayden will go even further in 
opposing efforts to subvert the intel-
ligence process. 

Today, we face even graver dangers 
than we did in 2003 when Under Sec-
retary Feith was operating his own in-
telligence shop. 

The war in Iraq has claimed over 
2,400 American lives, and there is no 
end in sight. 

Iran has pursued three different 
methods of enriching uranium and has 
experimented with separating pluto-
nium, moving closer to the possible de-
velopment of nuclear weapons. 

Osama bin Laden is still at large; al- 
Qaida has splintered in different and 
dangerous directions, and North Korea 
is expanding its nuclear arsenal. 

All these issues make it extremely 
important that our intelligence com-
munity conduct independent, accurate, 
trustworthy analysis. And it is critical 
that we operate within the bounds of 
our own Constitution and our laws. 

We should not have one standard for 
the military and another for the intel-
ligence community, a position once ar-
gued as high in this administration as 
Vice President CHENEY. We should not 
engage in torture or hold detainees in-
definitely without of charging them 
with a crime. 

Just 2 weeks ago, the President of 
the United States said it would soon be 
time to close Guantanamo. That cer-
tainly is something that many of us be-
lieve is in order. Those who are dan-
gerous to the United States should be 
charged and imprisoned. Those who 
have no value to us from an intel-
ligence viewpoint should be released, if 
they are not a danger to the United 
States. 

We cannot ignore the fundamental 
privacy rights of American citizens and 
the moral values and rights reflected in 
the treatment of those detainees. 

General Hayden will be taking charge 
of the CIA, by many reports at a time 
when the Agency is demoralized. He 
will have to oversee critical reforms. 

Last December, members of the 9/11 
Commission handed out report cards on 
reform for the Bush administration. 
They gave the CIA an ‘‘incomplete’’ in 
terms of adapting to its new mission. 

I hope General Hayden can change 
that. I hope that he will be the inde-
pendent voice that we need. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent during the vote on 
final passage of S. 2611, the comprehen-
sive immigration reform bill, because I 
was traveling to Colorado to attend my 
youngest daughter’s high school grad-
uation. I want the RECORD to reflect 
that had I been here, I would have 
voted in favor of the bill. The legisla-
tion that passed the Senate will help 
this country to reestablish meaningful 
control of our borders. It will promote 
real law and order at ports of entry and 
in the interior, improving employer 
verification mechanisms and estab-
lishing a tough but fair path to citizen-
ship for qualified immigrants. It re-
jects the idea that America can be the 
country we wish to be while tolerating 
a permanent underclass, a shadow soci-
ety, within our midst. It is my hope 
that the most important elements of 
this comprehensive bill will be retained 
in conference with the House, and will 
be sent to the President’s desk for sig-
nature. 

Mr. President, I was also necessarily 
absent during the cloture vote on the 
nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to be a 
U.S. Circuit Judge for the DC Circuit. I 
want the RECORD to reflect that had I 
been here, I would have voted in favor 
of invoking cloture.∑ 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

LIEUTENANT ROBERT KENNETH THOMPSON 
STAFF SERGEANT GREGORY WAGNER 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, in the 
spirit of Memorial Day, which is fast 
approaching, I rise today to pay tribute 
to two sons of South Dakota who dedi-
cated and ultimately sacrificed their 
lives for their country. These men died 
on battlefields far from home, to pro-
tect us and to advance the cause of 
freedom. LT Robert Kenneth Thomp-
son and SSG Gregory Wagner both died 
in service to this great nation at very 
different times in America’s history. 
They fought in conflicts many years 
apart, but both understood the impor-
tance of preserving and promoting free-
dom. On this Memorial Day, it is ap-
propriate to remember not only those 
who have fallen in the present conflict 
in Iraq, but those who have fallen in 
previous conflicts as well. 

LT Robert Kenneth Thompson of 
Flandreau, SD, was inducted into the 
United States Army on December 27, 
1948. At the time of his death, LT 
Thompson was on assignment fighting 
in the Korean conflict. He was killed in 
action on February 12, 1951 north of 
Hoengsong, Korea while serving as a 
member of Battery A, 503rd Field Artil-
lery. 

Lieutenant Thompson had served in 
the United States Army for just over 2 
years before his life was cut tragically 
short. LT Thompson dedicated his life 
to his country. He selflessly answered 
when duty called, even though it 
meant leaving his family behind. LT 
Thompson’s patriotism and courage 
will not be forgotten. 

Lieutenant Thompson is survived by 
his wife Doris and daughter Vicki. 
Today we remember his selfless dedica-
tion and service to all Americans, and 
his sacrifice will always have meaning 
to all future generations of Americans, 
as long as our Republic exists. 

SSG Gregory Wagner of Alexandria, 
SD, was a full-time heavy mobile 
equipment repairer for the National 
Guard in Mitchell’s Battery A, 147th 
Field Artillery and was deployed with 
the Yankton, SD unit. As a member of 
the Battery C, 1st Battalion, 147th 
Field Artillery, he was chosen as the 
Task Force 519th Military Police Bat-
talion ‘‘Hero of the Week’’, having dis-
tinguished himself with his remarkable 
achievements. His mission in Iraq in-
volved training and educating the Iraqi 
police force. 

SSG Wagner made the ultimate sac-
rifice on May 8, 2006 during his service 
in Iraq. He was honored with a Bronze 
Star and a Purple Heart. He will be re-
membered for his loyalty and dedica-
tion to his family, friends, fellow serv-
ice-members, and his country. 

SSG Wagner was a devoted, small- 
town guy who graduated from Hanson 
High in 1989. He was an admirer of his 
father, Charles Wagner, who served in 
the military as a sergeant in the U.S. 
Army. Each year at the Memorial Day 
services in Alexandria, SD, Charles 
would read the roll of soldiers. When he 
passed away, Greg stood in his place. 
My heart goes out to his mother, 
Velma, to all his siblings, and to his 
community as SGT Wagner’s name is 
read at this year’s Memorial Day serv-
ice. 

LT Thompson and SSG Wagner both 
laid down their lives for their country, 
and to free others from tyranny. While 
we are currently engaged in a very dif-
ferent kind of war, nothing has 
changed in that which we are ulti-
mately trying to protect. For my free-
dom and for your freedom and to 
spread this freedom across the globe, 
our soldiers have risked and sacrificed 
their lives. On this Memorial Day, as 
we pause to reflect on those who have 
died so that we all might live in free-
dom, we can do no more to honor them 
than to remain dedicated to the same 
principles for which they stood and de-
voted their lives. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY 2006 
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I 

would like to pay tribute to those men 
and women of the United States Armed 
Services who have given their lives to 
defend our Nation and the ideals it rep-
resents. 

Numerous times in the history of our 
Nation, the men and women of our 
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